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New MSB leader S. Jennifer Mechtild Horner 

 

On July 12, 2023, the sisters of Mount Saint Benedict Monastery welcomed Sister Jennifer 

Mechtild Horner as its pastoral administrator. In that capacity, she has the responsibility and authority 

customarily held by the prioress of the monastery. Sister Jennifer Mechtild is a member and a former 

prioress of Our Lady of Grace Monastery in Beech Grove, Indiana, where she continues to reside.  

Sister Jennifer Mechtild has appointed Sister Kathleen McGeary to be the on-site day-to-day 

monastery coordinator, who is assisted by a small committee of advisors who live and work at the 

Mount.  Sister Jennifer Mechtild attends their bimonthly meetings via zoom and makes quarterly in-

person visits to the Mount. 

Some years ago, the sisters of Mount Saint Benedict Monastery recognized that due to their 

decreasing number and increasing age, they would soon be unable to call on their own membership 

for top leadership.  They petitioned Sister Jeanne Weber, the president of the Monastic Congregation 

of St. Gertrude, to which they belong, to appoint a leader for them. 

Following the death of Sister Shawn Carruth, who was prioress of Mount Saint Benedict 

Monastery, the congregational president appointed Sister Jane Becker to lead the community. Sister 

Jennifer Mechtild succeeds Sister Jane Becker in that role. 

Benedictine 
the Crookston 

Leaders and advisors 

Seated: Sr. Jennifer Mechtild Horner, Sr. Kathleen McGeary 

Standing: Sr. Kathy Kuchar, Sue Murphy, Sr. Anita Whalen, 

Sr. Eileen Mohs 

 

Installation of new leader 

Sr. Jeanne Weber, Sr. Jennifer Mechtild Horner,  

Sr. Kathleen McGeary   



 FROM PASTORAL 
ADMINISTRATOR 
 
Dear friends, 
 What a gift and a privilege 
it is to be able to journey 
with the sisters of Mount 
Saint Benedict Monastery 
as they continue to seek 

God in their daily lives. In my time with the 
sisters, it has become very clear how much 
you all mean to them. To stay connected with 
all of you is vital to them as they continue to 
live out their call as Benedictines. 
 As you know from your relationship with 
the sisters, hospitality is a foundational value of 
all Benedictines. This is very clear when you 
meet the Crookston Benedictines. From the 
moment I stepped into their home, I felt the 
warmth and love that they share so easily and 
so beautifully. In conversations with them they 
talk freely about the many connections they 
share in the diocese and beyond. I know that 
St. Benedict must be smiling as he sees them 
living out their call of hospitality. 
 I am excited about this newsletter that 
the sisters will be sharing with you. To me it is 
an extension of the hospitality that they have 
offered you for so many years. I hope that this 
newsletter serves as an invitation for each of 
you to learn more about the “goings on” in the 
monastery as well as learn more about the 
sisters. May this newsletter be a wonderful way 
for us all to stay connected and may this 
connection draw each of us deeper into the 
heart of God. 
 

Sister Jennifer Mechtild Horner 

  
Meet Sister Dominica 

Gerszewski, intrepid music 

teacher continued to teach 

piano students into her 90s 

until Covid shut down her 

studio at the Mount. She now 

has an apartment at The 

Summit, but you’d be lucky to 

find her there. She makes a daily round of brief 

visits to other residents. This may be the 

activity that earned her the Villa St. Vincent’s 

Nov. 2022 Senior Athlete of the Month. 

FROM MONASTERY 

COORDINATOR 

 When Sister Jennifer 

Mechtild Horner became our 

administrator and would not 

be living on-site, she 

appointed me as monastery 

coordinator to oversee 

monastery life on the local level.  I am assisted 

by an advisory committee made up of three 

sisters and a lay woman who is one of our 

employees.  We meet every other week to 

address current and upcoming issues that 

relate to the life of our sisters at the monastery 

and/or to sisters who are living in a nearby 

nursing facility or on a mission.  The committee 

also collaborates with the nursing staff 

wherever our elderly and/or sick sisters reside 

so that their needs are addressed in a timely 

manner.   

 Now that we are sharing space and life 

with the Diocese of Crookston, I, as monastery 

coordinator, have the privilege of being the 

contact person for our monastery with the 

diocesan operations manager.  We work with a 

weekly calendar that spells out scheduling for 

Masses, meals, diocesan programs and the 

use of all shared space.  It is a joy for me to 

see how God is enriching our lives as together 

we are furthering God’s Reign in this diocese 

and beyond.  

 I hope this newsletter will be a means of 
sharing that same enrichment with all of you. 
 
Sister Kathleen McGeary  
      

Meet Sister Bernadette 

Kostrzewski, retired nurse, 

is one of twelve sisters 

living at the Mount.  She is 

present whenever we 

gather for prayer or work or 

fun.  Known for her great 

eye for color and 

meticulous skill at the sewing machine, she 

has delighted many with her striking creations. 

Her smile is like sudden sunshine on a gray 

day. 



Dual Residency:  Sisters and Diocesan Pastoral Center 
By: Sister Eileen Beutel  

 
Our Crookston Benedictine readers know that we sold our monastery building and property to 

the Diocese of Crookston in July 2022.  The sale included an understanding that the sisters would 
rent back two wings for our living quarters as well as some shared spaces with the diocese.  “Just 
how is that going?” you may ask.  We are finding that our dual residency with the Diocesan Pastoral 
Center is bringing new life to our campus and to us.  In our aging years when we are no longer able 
to be in active ministries of education, healthcare, parish work, etc. we can offer Benedictine 
hospitality and prayer for the many who come through these doors.  It’s great to see the energy of the 
youth who come for retreats. The diocesan staff offers an amazing array of retreats for high schoolers 
and adults of all ages.  How gratifying it is for us to see the Christian faith being nurtured and 
renewed within this space, knowing that the fruits will go far beyond these walls.  

Here is a sampling of some of the perks of dual residency: 

 The diocesan staff invited us to share in the celebration of Bishop Cozzens’ birthday 
with a delicious pizza meal in August.  The bishop stopped at each table to chat and 
express his appreciation. 

 In September we attended the diocesan party for Laure Williamson who retired after 18 
years of fine cooking for the bishops, chancery guests and more recently, the sisters, 
retreatants, and those attending diocesan 
meetings. 

 The Quilters Retreat group invited us to see the 
gorgeous quilts that they were working on.  
Besides quilting like crazy, these dedicated 
women took time for prayer and reflection. 

 Our Sisters no longer have to cook.  That’s a 
huge plus!  The Diocese provides our meal 
service as part of our agreement. 

 Bishop Cozzens noted that he and the staff 
appreciate praying with the Sisters. Praying with 
them is something we, in turn, appreciate.  

Friendships have formed between the two groups.  
Each group has made adjustments to accommodate the other 
resulting in a peaceful environment and a wonderful spirit 
between the Diocese and the Sisters. All in all, the dual 
residency is bringing blessings to us, more than we might 
have imagined.   
 

Sisters’ Upcoming Events 
July 2024 Jubilees 

Sister Evelyn Strei will celebrate her 75th Jubilee in July. The Sisters will join her for a private 

celebration at Benedictine Living Community (“The Villa”) nursing home. Sister Fran is one of three 

Sisters who live at Monastery of the Good Shepherd in Rio Grande, Texas.  She celebrated her 70th 

Jubilee there in March. 

 

July 15-19, 2024 Sisters’ Retreat 

Sisters’ annual retreat days will be July 15-19.  This year our conferences will be presented by Sister 

Nicole Kunze, Prioress of the Benedictine Sisters of Annunciation Monastery, Bismarck, North 

Dakota.  The Sisters appreciate these annual days of input on a topic of the spiritual life as well as 

extra time for prayer and reflection in a spirit of silence. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out our website, www.msb.net 
 

 

New look for The Crookston Benedictine 

 

Surprise!  The Crookston Benedictine has a new format.  Sister Denise Schonhardt, longtime 

editor of the publication, has retired from her post.  Without the benefit of her special vision and skills, 

we have retired the magazine format she used so well and have reverted to the modest newsletter 

style.  We hope to continue to keep you informed of the activities and interests of the sisters of Mount 

Saint Benedict Monastery with at least one issue a year.  You may also check our monastery website, 

www.msb.net, for its special features and frequent updates. 

We salute Sister Denise for the quality publications produced under her leadership for over 

three decades.  We salute the many writers and proof-readers and especially Sister Anne DeMers, 

who in recent times has been the steadfast staff-of-one. Thank you for a job well done!  

 

TCB Committee: Sue Murphy, S. Eileen Beutel, S. Anita Whalen  

Former Marian Shrine 

on MSB campus  

 

SONGS AND SHOWERS 

Through the splash of dashing rain, 

Whirling, swirling down, 

The silver notes of one lone robin 

Gaily sound! 

Somber clouds and chilling wind 

To daunt him try in vain. 

He puts me to shame each shower 

By singing in the rain. 

         -by Sister Bernarda Boner, 

1937 
 


